
Devotion 22

Jesus Begins His Ministry

DAY 1  z  BIBLE READING: Matthew 4:12-25 (Jn. 1:35 - 4:42)

Find the following key words hidden below:  Andrew,
Capernaum, custody, fishers, follow, heal, immediately,
James, John, light, men, multitudes, nets, news, Peter,

proclaiming, repent, Simon, synagogues, Syria, withdrew. 

P R O C L A I M I N G M
S Y N A G O G U E S A T
L T H P F O L L O W E W
I M M E D I A T E L Y W
G S Y R I A S I M O N I
H J M N E T S T E A E T
T O J A M E S U N P W H
E H C U S T O D Y E S D
A N T M R E P E N T T R
C F I S H E R S H E E E

1. John 1:19-4:42 gives an account of several events during Jesus'
first year of ministry which Matthew omits.  To what events do the
following references in John relate?
1:35-51: 
2:1-11: 
2:12-25: 
3:1-21: 
3:22-36: 
4:1-42: 

2. What event marked the beginning of the official ministry of Jesus?
(Mt. 4:12)

3. From what place did Jesus leave, and to what place did He go? 
(Mt. 4:12-13; Jn. 4:43)

4. How was Galilee described in Matthew 4:15?
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5. How were the people of Galilee described in Matthew 4:16, and why
do you think they were described that way?

DAY 2  ]  BIBLE VERSE:  Please fill in the missing words.

Matthew 4:19   

And he saith unto them, Follow ____, and I will
________ you fishers of men.

1. To whom did Jesus speak in Matthew 4:18-19?

2. What did Jesus instruct them to do, and what did Jesus say He would
do with them?

3. What response did the men give? (Mt. 4:20)

4. What expertise do you think they had in working with people?

5. Who else did Jesus call in Matthew 4:21-22, and what did they do?

6. To gain a sense of what the disciples knew about Jesus, note what
John the Baptist had been telling them in John 1:35-42 and in  
Matthew 4:19.

7. Why do you think Jesus chose these particular four, and what had
already happened in their lives? (Jn. 1:35-51)

DAY 3  m  BIBLE SEARCHING:

1. What do you think the darkness was? (Jn. 3:19)

2. What dawned on the people (Mt. 4:16), and what do you think it was?

5.  How were the people of Galilee described in Matthew 4:16, and why
do you think they were described that way?
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3. What word in Matthew 4:17 describes what Jesus began to do
from that time?

4. What was His message? (Mt. 4:17) 

5. What does the word "repent" mean?

6. How is Jesus' preaching described in Matthew 7:29?

DAY 4 M FOR THOUGHT:

1. What does Matthew 4:23-25 tell you about Jesus' compassion and
acceptance by the people?

2. How do you think the fame was traveling?

3. Why was Jesus healing all these people, and what does this tell
you about His divinity? (Jn. 20:30-31) 

4. What difficulties do you think His acceptance by the people would
make? (Mt. 12:14)

5. Where and what was Jesus teaching according to Matthew 4:23?

3.  What word in Matthew 4:17 describes what Jesus began to do
from that time?

4.  What was His message? (Mt. 4:17) 
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6.  How is Jesus' preaching described in Matthew 7:29?
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DAY 5  h MEDITATING on MATTHEW:  
1. What is God calling you to do today, and what is your response?
2. How are you like the disciples Jesus called?
3. How do you see God's hand of providence in your life or in your

family's life recently?
4. How are you turning to God in trust in the middle of difficult

circumstances?
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